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FROM A 
 Pretended Loyal MEM BER 
OF.THE 
CHURCH of ENGLAND, &c. 
hoy yr, fer war = ates lately, by 
eeegy tel | both of the Do 
| Aathor, who, I arm apt to b were the fame ; for on! 
ibounded in his own Notions, and valacd them beca 


: — 
tw] 


expe to make a Proſelyte by his Reaſon- 
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5 di 
Before I enter ; upon: Particulars, I muſt acknowledge that our Au- 
and had 


daent$ Ropes 
es laid down by him, his Book would bc rnuch more & 


* the Government than 1 appre rr A bmw tes 7. in that 


the late King on of his Subjects 

w gene; a og nl Aired th o How ht hand of ous wm | 
e proving our Condition to be worſe now than ia his LIES: 

But {ince-ncither af thofe y 2 ag "> rye, 

can be ſail in the ſupport ff ry 

for the advancement - of thoſe Notiaps 5/ ye 

Title-page pretends himſelf « Member of -the Church h = = 

in other places, that his chief concern is for the Church , _7 his uſin 


Arguments to perſwade us to rerarn to” that Condition that had © | 
lately endangered it, and canonly deſtroy it;_ and hi ws 


reſeruing matter & fa, are ihgept pronh (os =, a 


belt Pr icon + That ames re#!ly propoſed to Bamfal 
thoſe methods 7 Comm tle: would bet conduc wy 
all bis Subjofls in general. 


h 5 p 
dis Y ments to prove et 4 are only an \ Encomiam bn his Perſon 
and- wa avd a pretended Arfſuer to an ade þy him- 
ſelf, which i is, in trath, ſeveral, though he catſs\t"burt one 5” and not- 
wichſanding all he fays, moſt of them will ill terhain as blemiſhes 
on his g as well as Geyeroment. 
I am by that the Contidence of the Author Ws 5-7 
thing 40 the leſſening, of his Perſon, anflmotting lets pg 
ſerting, That no- qualifications were wanting in King Ja $ that we 
eonld have wiſhed would bave tempted me to it. 
Our Author knows very well how to pick out we of - Praiſe, 


but never confiders how ; Wu arc 
-whereof we have in his inſta Wars 


Wars'of ur Neighbours. wide (he Ire King's Agr) oor bene 
way other, bur that againſt the Twrke, which our Author ſeems te 


I cannot tefl : but this I am fore 


& . 
1 


Hil 


. the , : : . 
of, that the Trade this Natton drives with France, was above. Six 
hundeed thoufand pound of advantage to that Nation to the gre- | 
judice of this, — deep earch one is my mes, yearly to 
that Somn, if not'to a far greater : And, befides, he was as zealous 
and more ſucceſsful in s the Trade of another of his King- 
doms fo enlarge _ is coo *uckadaly a ſubject for either of 


2 good Hibend of his Revenue, yrt 

certainly what was given to-the Priefis and Fryars of both K 
- and their Emiffaries, might have been berter im 

nba da to kriowr what our Author thinks of the great 
vain Embaſſy ro Rome, which did fcarce 

Bm the corachon refpe&t due to his Charater, And that 
paddy ey ve OP range an Afﬀerrion, . 

center fond ay Aatogbrs ed what he writ; or thought 

pot 1 for he not only required « Tax from his People, 


bur levied ones of them withour'thetr grant ; for which, in 
Page. 20. eur Author makes in xa, which bal be condered 


[ 
TH 
it 


| orary Taxes wot e and very great ones, 
fufficiently © for ous Seſſon's and it F iom ſeer-chat Partia- 
ments give y without asking : but it was fo far from that, 
chat be _ fpeaks to them, but to take care of his Revenue, was 


—Swe 1 Speech 3 and when he paſſed the Bill, ſerling on Him- 
 felf the fan 


ue Nis Brother' had for Life, he required a further 
Tax froiti his People in a ſer. = GS pine purpoſe 3 and if 
the Autor would but Took into of Offober the 9th. 1685. 
the opening the next Selva wy t Parliament, he will find he 
week not tnore' Subſidies for, want of asking 3 - and that in this 
greg more bcholden to his other cuncils that made 
tis afraid of pet p een than wo pan ag y-- People ,_ if 
tores were plent fireni is was but 
apes" gong v2 of. his long \ Pac, grn Revenue, and greater 
Deſigns; Buc 1 make a oh hether choſe were fo well 
provide as he was defirous the World ſhould believe ? And; in 
GS ' 14 truth, 


E - - ». the | 
he ge 


Starter, 
When 


- mentioned the other;c{peciallyif I had been of the Author's quinn, 
At the wg this had tees nog ke. people BH the 
that che ; cen enough tomake. people ſuſpe@ the 
hour wy She for if that had been true, there had been 
no need to add this ſo potoriouſly otherwiſe. Ihave read the Hi- 
ſtory of England, and 6 gs TR thereon, 1 believe 

. it maybe _ ſo many of the Common people were 
not put to death by the Hand of Juſtice, and driven into Exile for 
all. the Rebellions of theſe 60Q years, as were ſerved for that of 
Monmouth's, which did not laſt fix weeks, the weaker Sex not 


lands, Foreign Story could not have afforded 8 precedent: but 
- then I do not find _ Man praiſed for his Leaity 3 in this 

we arc an Origingl 3 neither do t find that he was more exat 

his Scrutiny, than we were at Weſtminſter, where we were told that 
the Rebels were 6000, of which 2000 killed, and-only 2000 


ought 


ſpared. But for the Duke. of Alva's Government of the Nether- - 


_” 0 
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as. 
| purious IfTue in the highe 
no great diſcouragement to the other fort of hery, For 
duity in bis Conncils and Treaſury, and the reſt of that Pars- 
iph,- as it is needleſs to examine them 3 ſo certairily the truth 
them is no proof that. the late King intended the bappineſs of bis 
ubjefs in general. ULE £7 
. The next Paragraph aſſerts, * That it was the late King's opi- 
* nion-that Liberty of Conſcience would be grateful _y great 
«many $f his SubjeRs, and would invite Forreigners to fix their _ 
* Habieations amorgft us, to our great advantage 5 that it was” 
< .the beſt expedient to bring us to a brothcesly Love, and to pre- 
« vent the Calamities. that befcl this. Kingdom in his Father's 
E + ay fac is Re "2 pI him, with a. 
n to ze his x i dC ts the ae 4 
wa tion to which, I will endeavour to ſhew that the hate 
Kio no ſuch glo aim, and that thercby he only intended. 
to Choert the eltabliſhed Religion of - theſe. Kingdoms : which 
will plaioly appear, if we conſider, firſt, how different ſuch a me- 
thod is to the. fundamental principles of his Religion, as well as 
the practiſe of all Ages 3 thoſe that believe there is no Salvatian 
out of the Chutch, which is only one, and that theirs, if they have 
any Bowels of Compaſſion or Charity, will endeavour the colarging 
the pale of that Church. And then that Hereticks are to be extir- 
pated.upon the penalty of having their Tercitorles given away to 
others , where this duty is neglected, is as cfſential a part of his 
eligion as General Councils can make it 3 therefore it were an | 
iojury to his Charity and. Piety to ſaſpe&t he would not uſe his 
power: ſo. as became a zealous:and ſubmiſſive Son of the Church 3 


” 
. . 


\ and what could be a greater brand to the ſincerity. of his Religion, 


than decreeing counter to infallible Councils 3 it were as cafie rc- 
conciling Toleration to Infallibility, as ſach aRions with being a 
good Catholick, unleſs they were lanGified with a good intention, 
aps. dong. os (698 000; of the hed Rn ſay Sawly Fong 
derſtand ſo mn the Arcana of bis Religion, cannot be - ppo-. 
ſed without ſaying he under{iood.notbing of it ; and Coo 

{« r% , If 


general 


| nds 


only in 


|&- the Laws of their ſeveral 


lc 0 
Wn, a 
- and raking new meaſures, now he has the 
his devotion,. And't doubt nor, if this pro- 


| Relirdfidden cho} done Gain to | 

| flow from that principhe- He thereby recommends the rooing ont of 

the Field»Conventiclers with all the Severitier of the Law, ani the moſt 

Gate, code modrce And then, except the Papift, only 
moderate Pregbyteviens wore 


olerateds which 


| ; ory might 
Centered ſo, thar had the marter gone ſmoothly with the Papitts, ic 
£ have 'been rendred Aſcloſs to alt but themlclves ; and 


Wo} Gwent ch Ao he maſt hold 


| clay fee wi ot know thetic -an.0ld 4 
And, c imagined-that C 


- whole Kingdom 1 
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Bot that if the Tate King had bren, as our Author fays, Maftcr of 
the Wiſdom, we could have wiſhed bim,' he would never have 
done ſo many mean, hav({h, and ſuperſtitious things for no purpoſe. 
whatſoever, unleſs it _ to hinder what our Author ſays he only 

. From hence I think we may ſtrongly conclude, that 
he d more than Faſe for Roman Diſſenters. 

To: the ſecond, no body would have faid that few Converts 
were made in his time, that did not wiſh them more : Was there 
any Order of Men amongſt us free ? Some of the Nobility in all 
the three Kingdoms fome of our Clergy, Lawyers, Souldiers, and 
of all other ranks had aQtually declared 3 and it is too much to be 
feared, that many waited only for the Repeal of the Penal Laws, 
though they carcd not for their Souls, nor ſtood in awe of Damna- 
tions yet they dreaded the Statute againſt being reconciled : 
Bae then if their - Numbers were but ſmall, the'favlt was not the 
King's, for he made the full ofe of che Arguments in his Power, 
difcountenancing the ſtedfaft, and rewarding theſe that came over 
to him 3 the Great Seals of ewo of the Thiree Kingdoms were in 
ſach hands,” and farely England will not brag much of their Pro- 
teſiafit Chancellor ; to go to Maſs was the certain! way to Prefer- 
ment, as might be inftanced ir1 many particulars ;5 and' we cannot 
forget what took the Trcaſurer's' Staff from the Earl of Roche- 


fter, 
To the thir#, That the Papiſts of Fng/and' arc not the 3ooth 


fighting Man, Þ will not difpute 3 but that they were! not the 4oth 
Maw of the lzte Army, is certainly falfe ; if he hat told/us in plain 
Engliſh; that' there was bur one or two of theny in # Company; 
all perſons that had been converfant in the places where they were 
Quartcr'd, would have known the contrary z3 therefore he choſe 
other words, and yet ſays the ſxme thingy which is plain, when 
we conſider that our Companies confifted of about 50 Men ; but 
for calinefs of computation, we will allow ther to be 60, which 
by our Author's proportion is only chree Papiſts tr two Compa- 
nies. 1 might here mind our Author, that the Trifs Army 'was 
Papift, which, multiplied by 40, had made an Army big enough 


' fop the Great Migll : But | will yield that our Author did not 


include the Triſh Army, when he made the 4oth' Man thie propor- 
tion of Papiſt; aud yet they oughr not to be forgotten, when we 
are ſpeaking of Ring James's Popiſh Forces : But his Expreſſion 
being, That the Papijts armed in bis laſt extremity, were not the 4.0th 

; E part 


part of bis Army. The Party that came from Ireland in Oflober --$$, 
muſt be included, or he was not then or afterwards in extremity. 
Now ſuppoſing no Papiſts in his Army before, and-that Party be- 
ing at leaſt 3000 by the Author's Rule of proportion, his Army 
ought to have conſiſted of 120000 Merf; but his Army was not 
ſo great, and the Papiſis of it more , fo that another eftimate of 
them muſt be taken'; if we throw away the cypher, and read a 
4th, inſtead of a 4oth part, I believe we ſhall be nearer the mat- 
ter. But fince that and a much greater force was not ſufficient 
to enſlave this Nation , we mult conclude he had other Tools, 

Forreign or Domeſtick, to carry on the Cauſe, | 
To the fourth , That the Church flouriſhed in the late King's 
timez if our Author means that we had many good and learned 
Men then in it, I muſt grant it 3 but then-it muſt be granted to 
me, that he thought them too many, and endeavoured to make 
them fewer both by tearing ſo great a Limb as Magdalen from the 
Univerſity, and ſhutting Twenty-ſeven of them out of the Church 
by the cruel Decree of the 18th of Offober - 87. And how little 
he regarded thoſe good Men that helped our Church to flouriſh, 
may be ſeen by the Worthies he preferred to the Sees of Oxford 
and Chefter, and: his preferring Farmer to Dr. Hough; that he did 
this out of kindneſs to the Church, our Author dare not fay 3 but 
he may tell me, and that truly, that in the See of Brifto] it was 
otherwiſe, and that therefore the King did not always delign a 
ſcandal or injury to the Church by thols he preferred in itz have 
too great a veneration for' the Chriſtian Courage and Sufferings 
of that Biſhop, not to make him an Exception out of that Rule : 
But then we muſt remember, he was preferred before his Fears of 
oppoſition from the Nation were quit off him 4 and if we conſi- 
der how many of the Lay-Proteſtants, preferred by him in the be- 
ginning of his Reign, were afterwards diſplaced, and his after- 
carriage to that Biſhop, we may conclude that his High Commiſſi- 
on' would ſoon have reRified that miſtake, by a Deprivation , if 
his fault was any thing greater than not Suſpgending Dr. Sharp, 
or as great-as the Biſhop of Dunkel''s giving his Vote in Parliament 
againtt the Repeal of the Tefi, had it not received an unexpected 
diſſolution : But notwithſtanding all his Suſpenſions, Deprivations, 
Impriſonments, and other favours to our Clergy, our Author tells 
us, that many of the Diffenters were brought into the Communion 
of the Church by the unanſwerable Writings of that time againſt 
| +, Popery; 


_ Ry 195 
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* Popery+ that theſe ſhould influence them more than. thoſe 1:arncd 


ones, {ct out a little before for their Conviction, (ſhews: that the 
cerrour .of Popery wanted not. its. force in perſwading them to 
.that prudent Conduq. But how to draw an Argument from 
hence in praiſe of the late. King, or his Times, I fee not 3 unlefs 
thoſe ſiraying Sheep were brought back to the Fold by the dili- |, 

of his Shepherds: Was any of thoſe Pieces written by Sa. 
Oxon ? or did the famous Rippon's Sermon contribute thereunto ? 
Not ſp much, I daie ſay, as it did to the Preacher's Biſhoprick. 
I muſi confeſs the Reaſons for Abrogating the Teſt , Mr. Sclaters 
and Obediah's Pieces contributed thereunto, but it was by ſetting 
ingenious Men to write Anſwers to them. Before I cloſe this Secti- 
on, I mutt again put you in mind of what I formerly hinted to 
you z That .the Indulgence coming at the nick. of time, when 
things were healing very falt 3 and when the great Scare-crow, the 
approaches of our Church to Popery, was experimentally confuted, 
it looks as it ſome-body deſigned to widen our Breaches, and to 
diſappoint the Church of that fatisfa&ion, which was not more 
earneſtly deſired by us, than dreaded by them. 

As to the fifth, in-which our Author tells us, That the Church 
of England is in danger, and pretends to prove it by the late A& 
of Toleration : I ſay, Hrſt, that the late King's being larger, mult 
have. endangered it more 3 if the Act let in Turciſm, 2s our Au- 
thor falſly f lis, it keeps out Idolatry, and at once frecs us 
from God's Judgments due to that crying Sin, and in a- great 
meaſure from Popiſh Contrivances z for now the Jeſuits muſt work 
in the dark, as they did formerly ; which as it much retards their 
deſigns, ſo it occalions many miftakes to the frequent fruſtrating 
thereof 3 the Ah requires the profeſling of Faith in Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, and thereby excludes Mahometiſm, which the 
Proclamation does not. 

. Next, I ſay, it is pretty ſtrange to find one that has ſaid. (6 
much for Liberty of Conſcience, and a Proclamation granting it , 
making the A for Toleration dangerous: Is it not lawful for 
their preſent Majeftics to Signalize their Reignron the (ame Prirci- 
ple our Author pretends King Famez detigned ?' Or is the preſent 
Liberty the worſe, or more dangerous to Church or State, becauſ: 
it comes 3s it ought to doy in a regular and legal way, from the 
Legiſlative Power? Is it the o—_ becauſe it does not alter the 

2 Conltt- 
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Conſtitution of our Government ? Had it been the leſs hurtful, if, 
like the late King's, it had rn the Royal Will and Pleaſure a> 
bove our Laws? Does the King, in the prefent Toleration, claim 
an Abſolute Power, which we ere bound to obey without reſerve ? 
And does he thereby impoſe-an Oath on vs, not only to ſubmit 
to that Power, but to aſſiſt and defend him in the Exerciſe there- - 
of? Since in theſe ſeveral particulars It has the advantage of the | 
late King's, 1 doubt not but it will be more ſatisfaQory to all pev- 
. ple, and- that the Church will receive Eaſe as well as Enlargement 
by it. 

; 6. . But Epiſcopacy is Aboliſbed in Scotland , ard from thence 
ſprung the Covenant that deftroycd it here formerly 3 our Author 
might as well have told us it was {o at Geneve. What has the 
Declaration of «their Efiates to do with the Government of our 
Church ? they do not ſo much as pretend to it, only declaring it 
a Grievance to that Kingdom : It the Author had but known how 
unlike the Scotch Biſhops were to ours 3 how unable they wete of 
late to do any thing but miſchief 3 how lirtle difference there is 
between no Epiſcopacy and Bilbops, during pleaſure, he would 
the leſs lan.ent the loſs 3 but, in truth, the Abuſes might have 
been redreſſed by other and cafier methods z; good Laws might 
have reſtored Epiſcopacy to its antient Purity 3 for otherwiſe, and 
by that Argument, we ought to Aboliſh Judges here, becauſe they 
have abuſed their Power , being like the Scorch Biſhops by their 
renure Slaves to the Court ; though this is unreaſonable, and bet- 
ter methods have been taken; but if we had choſen the other 
courſe, certainly the loſs would never have been lefs laniented than 
now, when we are bleeding of the Wounds they have given us. 
The Scotch, I think, ſhould have remembred that the Proto- 
martyr of the laſt Reign was one of thoſe Tenants at Wil, and 
that Dr. Bruce was thruſt out of the Biſheprick- of Dankell for op- 
poſing the Repeal of the Teft : Theſe Nations ought to remember 
that it was he ſet us the glorious Example of deſpiſing the Honours 
and Profits of this World , when they came in competition with 
the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion : But it is not fitting 
to be too poſitive in this matter, relating to the Church of Scor- 
land, fince it is uncertain what expedients his Majeſty's Wiſdom 
may find out for the ſatisfaction of that divided Nation. But he 
tells "us, - there is @ Party in our Parliament endeavonring the ſame 

, | | thing 3 
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thing 3 but who told him fo, he does not ſay; if we judge of 
them by their AcGions, neither the Coronation-Oath, nor the Ad- 
dreſs of the 16th of April laſt ſhews any thing of thisz and in the 
King's Anſwer thereunto, and in the Speech that occaſioned that Ad- 
arels we have his Majeſly's repeared Aſſurances of his kindneſs and 
care of the Church z though thoſe were cheap in the laſt Reign, 
let us not ſuſpeR this only tor that reaſon , but reſt ſatisfied uri), 
at leaſt, one promile to us be broken. _ 

_ In the ſeventh, our Author cells us, That though our Religion 
be ſafer now, "than it was latdly, yet we have lolt the DoQtriue of 
our Church-Loyalty and Non-rcfiltance ; and for proof of it, gives 
us his Word , fo that a bare denial were a ſufficient anſwer. But 
to (er the matter in a better light, I muſt defire you to conſider 
that there is a great diffcrence between Aiding our Prince to de- 
ſiroy or enſlave his Pcople, and the DoQrine of Non-refiftance 
though 1 ſhould yield that it was not lawful in OFober lait forcea- 
bly to relift the late King , yet certainly it was both lawful and 
prudent not to aſſiſt him : this is ſufficiently juſtified by the praftiſe 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, who did nothing in defence of their 
perlecuting _—_— whiltt living, oor in revenge of their injuries 
after their death 3 and does (ufhciently cxcuſe the Ghurch in their 
late Condu&, without the Shipwrack of any of its DoQtrines. 
Which being ſo full an Anſwer to our Author's ObjeRion ; and 
ſeeing they were but few that took up Arms againlt the late King, 


in relpe&t to the Nation, I will not at preſent inliſt on the De- 


fence they make for themſelves in aRing only for their Laws, 
Rights, and Religion 3 to which either they had no Right 3 but 
if they-had, they had a Right to preferve them, eſpecially againit 
him that had nat only deftroyed them, but his own Right alſo, if 
the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom create them, as plain- 
ly they do. But of this more anon. h 

In the la divifion of this Paragraph, our Author objects the 
total Abolition of owr Laws, becauſe we have changed our Hereditary 
Monarchy into an Ele&ive. As if the People of England had no Laws 
worth regarding, but. thoſe that limit the Succeſhon of the Crown 3 
if we have made- ſome changes in that to ſecure the rclt, ſurciy 
it is no, ill bargait, and is no more than the Wiſdom of the Na-* 


. « tion aimed at formerly more than once : If this had been the firtk 


time -a change had bren magic in the Succeſſion, 1 ſhould not won- 
d:r 


=" 20-9 
der that ſome turbulent Men (ſhould make a noiſe at it for want of 
a better pretence 3 but ſince Alterations in the Succeſſion have been 
frequent in this Kingdom , why ſhould people be more concerned 
at it now than formerly ?. I need not mention the many Breaches 
' of the Royal Line in the Saxon Times, or in the time of our firft 
Norman Kings 3 but certainly the Intails of the Crown, ' made in 
Henry the Eighth's time, and the Statutes authorizing them, made 
a greater Alteration in the Succeſſion than is made at preſent, yet 
no body dream't that thereby our Monarchy was become EleRive, 
Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth ſucceſſively enjoyed this Crowns 
but what ſort of Hereditary Right it was that could ſerve them 
both, -1 do not ſee 3 and after both their Reigns our Monatchy 
continued as Hereditary as it was before, hodghs there was a late 
Statute of Queen Elizabeth, declaring it in'the Power of the Parlia- 
ment to alter it, and making it Penal to deny it. The interrupti- 
on that is now given to the Lineal Succeſhon. is ſo remote a poſſ- 
bility, that the perſons moſt _— concerned readily con- 
ſented-toit': The Matrimonial Crown, ſuch as King Philtp had 
in Queen Mary's time, is due tothe King on his Wites aſcending 
the Throne ſo that unleſs he out-live the Queen, who is about 
twelve'Years younger, this terrible Alteration of the Succeſſion ends 
in nothing, ' unleſs it be the Excluſion of the pretended Prince of 
Wales \ which diſlatisfics ſo few people, that his pretence' is ſcarce 
worth the exporting 3 and were there-no Objection againſt his be- 
ing Born of the Queen, but bately this, That ſhe did not, during 
the nine Months time ſhe fhould have ,been with Child, ſatisfic 
the ſcruples and jealouſies of all the Women ever came about her ; 
it leaves the reality of his Birth ſo doubtful, that the known and 
teceived Heirs ought not to be ſet aſide for him 3 the Queen and 
her Counſel were-not ignorant what opinion the Nation had of 
her big Belly, neither. were they ſo impolitick as not to know of 
what concern it would be to that Iſſue, to be of an unqueſtioned 
Birth ; ard. we cannot ſuppoſe the Queen ſo much wanting in her 
Maternal dffty and affeQion, though nothing had been due to her 
own Honour, as net to take ſome pains for the-clearing of both y' 
therefore we muſt conclude, fince the aid nor give the World' 
that ſatisfaction 'which' avy Woman with Child:might eaſily have' 
d-nc, that ſhe was not'really (o. | | 
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Bit to' return to our Author : I ſay it looks a little ſuſpiciouſly 
to find him ſo mach more fond of one part of the Conſtitution 
than of the_reſt 3 -whillt he is exculing ſo many Violations of the 
Law, why ſhould he be ſevere againſt what he calls but one, when 
we find him juftifying the late-Diſpenſing Power, and- yet com- 
Plain of altering our Conſtitution? We mult conclude that he ci- 
ther did not underſiand, or not value it 3 and that his concern is 
for ſomething elſe than what he pretends 3 which will be-very 
plain; if we take but a ſhort view of the Engliſh Conſtitution :; 
And this will alſo be of further uſe in deciding the Controverſie 
between us. The firſt Fundamental part of our Conſtitution that 
1 ſhall mention is, That the Government be udminiſtred according 
to Law : this is a Truſt inſeperably pn to the Royalty, of 
which the Coronation-Oath is a ſufficient proof. 

It is another Fundamental part of our Conſtitution, That thoſe 
Laws by which we are to be governed be made by the King, Lords 
and Commons 3 the Clayfe of the Coronation-Oath, Bras vulgus 
elegerit, proves this, taken in either of the Tenſes, of, have, or 
ſhall chuſe, beſides a practiſe Tirhe out of mind; which is the belt 
proof of the Origipal contra. 

The laſt part thereof that I ſhall mention is, That the Repre- 
ſentatives of the Commons be legally and freely choſen, otherwiſe 
they are not the Kingdom's choice 3 nor do they repreſent their 
” 59 nor carry their Aſſent with them to what ſhall be en- 
acted. 

Now if we take as ſhort a view of the State that theſe cfſential 
parts of our Conſtitution were in, during the late Reign, we (hall 
find them all in ſuch diſorder, that it cannot be aid that we then 
had any more than: the ſhadow of our old Conſtitution 3 and fince 
the King's Right to the Regal Eſtate is ſolely founded. on theſe 
Conſtitutions 3 it he do ſubvert them, he thereby determines and 
deſtroys his own Right, which is founded on them 4 and does 
more effeQtually dethrone himſelf, than the Declaration of the 
13th of February did. | 
' Now that the late King did over-throw the whole Conſtitution, 


will appear, if we examine his Behaviour to the ſeveral parts there- 


of, And as to the firſt, we will tind, That he was ſo far from 


. Governing according to Law, that ſo ſoon as he thought himſelt 


out of the danger of the Mynmanth Rebellion, by his Victory over 
him 
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him in the Weſt, -and Triutwph on Tewer-hib; and that his fevere 
Proſecution of the remainder of that Party had fecured him againſt 
all other oppoſition , his whole Goverment was a porfedt oppoſi- 
tion to-the Law 3 after that moſt of the great Employments of 
the Natton were diſpoſed of by him to perfons by Law 
of them : Ae Court we had a Secretary and Privy-Scal, Lords of 
the Tyxeafſury and Privy-Counſeltors, with their dent ob that 
fort ; in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, we had Judges, Sheriffs, 
Juitices of the Peace, with a long, &*c. of unqualified pcrfons z 
in the Cities our Mayors and other Magiſtrates were fo the Army 
which was wholly againſt Law, was made more illegal by iry'en- 
qualified Officers, and thg other perſons whereof it conlifted.3/the 
Tower in ill hands, and the very Church not free of ſuch Vermin; 
the chief Government of Ireland given to one that defigned to 
diſmember it from this Crown : Were not our Pexſons impriſoned 
againſt Law ? witncs the Seven Biſhops. Were we not diffeifed of 
our Eſtates againtt Faw, and without Tryal ? witneſs Dr. 
Were not Taxes levied on us without and againſt Law ? witnefs 
the Cuftom-houſe Books. Were hot fome off us Hanged up as Cri 
minals, without any colour of Law ? at leaſt, lefs thats was for the 
Diſpenſing Power or Ecclefiaſtical Commiſſion 3 ſo little, as could 
not ſatisfic him that was well fatisficd in both the other. Theſe are 
Inſtances of the breach of the Law, in the cafe of ous Liberties, 
Lives and Properties z and that our Souls might be en 
were.not. Schools and Churches opened to the Romiſh Clergy 
Had any of their Converts the reward due to: them by Law, and 
to keep us under theſe Oppreſſions without redrefs ? Were not our 
Parliaments put off and Prorogued from time to time; and not 
ſuffered-to fit at the end of three years, as the Law requires ? 

This was the condition of the Executive Power > And as: for 
the Legiſlative, it was far worſe, and wholly -over- thrown by the 
claim of an Abſolute power; to which we were to ſubmit with- 
out reſerve 3 the Diſpenſing with the: Ecclefiaftical Laws implied: a 
Power of Diſpenling with all the reft 3 and the Diſpenſing - with 
any one, was an Ufurpatiorr on the Legiſlative: For to- what end 
ſhould the Parliament make Laws, if they were tobe of force only, 
during the King's pleafure? IF that were fo, all their-coſts and 
pains could not enſurg thei one Law for ſo long time as would be 


rcquilite for their Journey home 3 and as the Suſpenſion _ 
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C ce without. reſerve : Surely the ſame, or worſe 
- effects, as to us, might have been expeRed now, than followed 
; in days, that- only contended about Religion: Where 
tio forced an Hundred abroad,' in all probability 
- King Femes, if he had not been diverted, would have forced 
away a Thouſand with rheir cffe&s ; 'moſt wherecf, as they 
* did-in thoſe days, muſi, for the old reaſon, have ſerled'in the 
Low-Cauntries. - Would not Perſecution here have forced our 
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